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Subject: Possible Removal of Hissiles by Khrushchev 
1. At a moment when we are concerned with the difficulty of taking 
out che Soviet offensive capability deployed In Cube, we may tend to overlook 
the possibliifty thst Khrushchev may romove it himself. This memorandum |s 
intended to flag soma of the questions which could arise In this connection. 
2. Whether KaArushchev counted on our nat finding out In time or on not 
reacting vigorously to our discovery, he may feel thet he took a risk eommen- 
surate with the magnitude of the stake, end that he must now cut hls losses “ 
much δὲ Molotev end associates when they had barely falled to over throw: 
Khrushchev in 13957 and then voted fer thelr om condamnetion. 
3. However, Khrushchev does have the possibility of Burning defeat at 
leazt Im part Into advantege. Suppose, for example, that he should manage to 
cover up his traces In Cuba in tha near future sufficiently to predict 
hey | ‘correctly that a UH Inspection team Iavited by Castro will find itself unable 
to determine whather there hed once been IRBM's on certain sites. Further, 
suppose he ware to expiolt a negative UN finding by esserting thet oniy the 
self-control and self-sbacgation of the Soviets had folled the greatest wer 
provocative of att time. (Khrushchev's mossage to Bertrand Russel! Is perti- 
SS nent ta the paint) The vary boldness οὐ the Soviet action which mada it so 
Ineredivio. te ΡΟΝ @mong us will make Its denial all the more credible to the 
world at large. 
ἃ, To the exten? that this line of approach by Khrushchev may be ὁ 


" plausible part of an atteupt tc axtricare nipselr yroe a cangarous situation, 


we. sheuté pernecs be thinking row of taking var some Insurance against the 
charges te which we would be wilnerabls - even though our policy objective of 
ettaining removal of the missiles had been echieved. 

S. Ore suggestion {2 that the durability and persues! veness of our 
evidence (for the kind of eudlence we would have to convince) be closely 
examined tn the context suggested here. 

6. A second suggestion - partly contingent on the first - would be to 
consider the feaslbility and desirability of ὁ raid of some kind Ia the near 
future which would enable us to produce (hard evidance In support of cur 


allegations. 


